
March 2010 

Page 1 

Welcome to the first edition of Pomona 

Post for 2010.  

 
Itõs all go on Pomona é. 

The first few weeks of the new decade 

have been hectic for the Pomona Island 

Charitable Trust. Discovery of possum 

òsignó on Pomona Island at the end of 

2009 has resulted in a flurry of activity in 

January. During the annual bird count at 

the baseline research count stations, the 

Trustõs Chair and Secretary just hap-

pened upon a pile of poo. Their suspi-

cions that it came from a possum was 

confirmed by staff at the Department of 

Conservation. However, whilst the evi-

dence was not fresh, it was also unlikely 

to be old enough to have been deposited 

prior to the possum eradication pro-

gramme which was completed over two 

years ago. òThe find is both surprising 

and disappointingó said Chair, John 

Whitehead. Possums are not able to 

swim out to the island so how is it possi-

ble for a possum to have survived both 

the possum eradication programme and 

also an aerial application of brodi-

facoum? One explanation may be that a 

single possum has somehow avoided 

both the trapping and poison operations 

by living up a tree. DOC staff have in-

formed the Trust, that from their experi-

ences on Codfish (Whenua Hou) and 

Kapiti Islands, it is notoriously difficult to 

remove the last possum from islands. An 

alternative explanation is that someone 

has intentionally released one or more 

possums back to the island.  

Either way the Trust has to deal to the 

animal. So in early January, armed with 

20 Sentinel kill-traps loaned from DOC, 

three Trustees headed over to Pomona 

Island as the first stage in trying to track 

the possum down. Further òsignó was 

found, but all in close proximity to where 

the first evidence was found. None of the 

òsignó was fresh. Subsequent checks on 

the traps have revealed no catches. This 

could mean that the possum has moved 

to another part of the island. The Trust 

has therefore employed a professional 

contractor with a dog to take a good look 

around the island and to set up leg-hold 

traps to see if they can catch a possum. 

 

The Trust has a range of monitoring tools 

across the island to pick up potential 

signs of animal pests. These include wax 

chew sticks baited with peanut butter. 

The chew sticks should be particularly 

attractive to possums. Given the discov-

ery of possum poo on Pomona Island, 

Trustees were not too surprised to find 

that some of the chew sticks had been 

eaten. òWe were shocked though to find 

so many had been almost completely 

destroyedó noted John Whitehead. How-

ever, after hearing a few screeching 

noises we soon found out why. A family 

of five keas was watching us put out the 

possum traps. òAs soon as I turned my 

back on the traps and the chew sticks, a 

kea came down and started to peck at 

the chew stickó laughed John. òIt was all 

a bit of a game to themó. 

Chew sticks all over the island have suf-

fered the same fate. In all cases we have 

been able to confirm that  the culprits 

were kea! 

Possum sign found on Pomona Island 

John Whitehead and Viv Shaw preparing a 

possum trap 

A guilty looking kea with the chew stick he 

had just destroyed! 


