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No more mice! 

In our last newsletter we reported the 

disappointing news that a single mouse 

had been found on each of Pomona and 

Rona Islands. Following the finds, volun-

teers swung into action putting out a 

series of temporary mouse traps on both 

islands. Viv Shaw, Secretary of the Trust 

reports òthe good news it that no further 

evidence of mice has been found on 

either islandó. It looks increasingly likely, 

therefore, that this was a re-invasion 

rather than evidence of a remnant popu-

lation.  

 

The mouse incursion, however, was a 

sufficient fright that we decided to revise 

our quarantine and monitoring plan. As a 

result, mouse traps have been installed 

on Pomona and Rona on a permanent 

basis. In September the Trust invested in 

125 mouse traps and our Chair, John 

Whitehead, knocked up 80 small 

wooden boxes to house these traps ñ a 

miniature version of a stoat trap. In addi-

tion to these neat looking boxes a mouse 

trap was placed inside each existing 

stoat trap on Pomona and Rona. òWhat 

with chew sticks in place, and now all of 

these mouse traps, we have the island 

well-covered and should be well-placed 

to withstand any potential future incur-

sionsó explains John. But why are the 

mouse trap boxes so big? òGood ques-

tionsó says John . òThe boxes have been 

designed so that the mouse trap is far 

enough away from either end thus pre-

venting a curious kiwi from getting its bill 

caught in the trapó. 

 

Art in the Park  
éééééééééééééééééééé. 
Keep your fingers crossed for good 

weather this summer! Bad weather 

forced the cancellation of the popular Art 

in the Park event earlier this year. Hope-

fully by holding the event in January and 

by having a reserve day, all you budding 

artists and photographers out there will 

not be disappointed. We have again se-

cured the excellent services of the highly 

talented artist Chris Wilkie, well-known 

photographer Graham Dainty and knowl-

edgeable nature guide, and Trustee, 

Hunter Shaw. The event will be run again 

as part of the Department of Conserva-

tion summer programme and is open to 

locals and visitors who want to learn 

more about this special place and want 

to enhance their artistic and photo-

graphic skills. 

 

òPrevious Art in the Parkõ events have 

been well attendedó says Viv Shaw .òIt is  

New mouse trap on Rona Island 

Volunteer Ashley Whitehead with the new 

boxes for mouse traps 

Art in the Park 

 

Back by popular demand!  

 

For the third time, as part of its Sum-

mer Programme, DOC is giving the 

community the opportunity to learn 

from Graham Dainty and Chris Wilkie 

and to tap into their photographic 

and artistic knowledge. Alternatively 

you can come and enjoy a day-long 

nature walk with knowledgeable 

guide, and Trustee, Hunter Shaw. 

 

When: Sunday 17 January 2010 

 (Reserve day  Monday 18 

 January) 

Time: 9.00am to 4.30pm (approx.) 

Where: Pomona Island, Lake      

 Manapouri 

Cost: $40 adult, $20 child 

Book: Contact the Fiordland  

 National Park Visitor Centre 

 on 03 249 7924  

 

Bookings are essential  


