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No more mice!

In our last newsletter we reported the
disappointing news that a single mouse
had been found on each of Pomona and
Rona Islands. Following the finds, volun-
teers swung into action putting out a
series of temporary mouse traps on both
islands. Viv Shaw, Secretary of the Trust
reports oOthe good
evidence of mice has been found on
either islando6. |t
therefore, that this was a ranvasion
rather than evidence of a remnant popu-
lation.

The mouse incursion, however, was a
sufficient fright that we decided to revise
our quarantine and monitoring plan. As a
result, mouse traps have been installed
on Pomona and Rona on a permanent
basis. In September the Trust invested in

Volunteer Ashley Whitehead with the new
boxes for mouse traps

talented artist Chris Wilkie, welknown
photographer Graham Dainty and knowl-
edgeable nature guide, and Trustee,
Hunter Shaw. The event will be run again
as part of the Department of Conserva-
tion summer programme and is open to
locals and visitors who want to learn
more about this special place and want
to enhance their artistic and photo-
tgtaphic skills.
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125 mouse traps and our Chair, John been
Whitehead, knocked up 80 small
wooden boxes to house these trap8 a
miniature version of a stoat trap. In addi-
tion to these neat looking boxes a mouse
trap was placed inside each existing
stoat trap on Pomon
with chew sticks in place, and now all of
these mouse traps, we have the island
wellcovered and should be welplaced
to withstand any potential future incur-
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designed so that the mouse trap is far
enough away from either end thus pre-
venting a curious kiwi from getting its bill
caught in the trapo

Art in the Park
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Keep your fingers crossed for good
weather this summer! Bad weather
forced the cancellation of the popular Art
in the Park event earlier this year. Hope-
fully by holding the event in January and
by having a reserve day, all you budding
artists and photographers out there will
not be disappointed. We have again se-
cured the excellent services of the highly




