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Conservation Week kick-
started by Tru
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The Pomona Island Charitable Trust kiek
started Conservation Week 2008 with an
ambitious plan to replace all of the old
style stoat traps on Pomona and the
mainland with new stainless steel ones.
In addition, two new trap lines were put
in place to the west and north of Rona
Island in order to provide extra protection
to the second largest island in Lake Man-
apouri. Add to this a trap check on Rona
Island, the permanent placing of quaran-

tine signs on both Pomona and Ronaandt hi ng

the need to get the deer pen on Pomona
fully functional again. As Trust secretary
and working bee organiser Viv Shaw
noted owe probably
ing bee ever organi

Volunteer Reg Calder setting a new DOC
150 trap on the mainland to the north of
Rona Island.
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@uﬁ'dﬁl éséptémber provided the ideal
weather for the 15 volunteers who
turned out to help the Trusia little over-
cast and not too hot for the hard work
that followed. We split up into lots of
smaller groups with six people spending
the day on Pomona checking and ex-
changing traps. Another two spent the
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Shaw. Items included a rusty old ther-
mette discarded on one beach along with
lots of newspaper. Volunteers also found
a chicken carcass and four pork chops,
no doubt left by the same people.

day on Rona with the rest of us working
at various locations on the mainland.
OEveryone wor ked
managed to achieve just about every-
on our |l ong |
head, Chair of the Trust. As a result most
tunnels on Pomona now have brand new,
shiny DOC 150 stoat traps in place to
datehdhnytsthaethabdoes manage to w o
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the day some traps just did not want to
play ball, with gremlins sneaking into the
manufacturing process to make some of
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Signs are on the main beaches on Pomona
reminding visitors of the pesfree status of

the island

the screw holes too
John wryly. The holes have now been
enlarged and these traps will be fitted
during our next trap check.

All the new traps fitted perfectly in the
tunnels on all three of the mainland trap

Il ines. 0These trap
tant role in keeping Pomona and Rona

Il slands free of pes
they provide a first line of defence. A
stoat caught in a
swim across to the

Disappointment on Pomona

There was a real buzz at the end of the
biggest working bee on Pomona. How-
ever, this was tempered with the discov-
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small 6 observed
This really highlights the issues facing
the Trust. As more people start to visit
Pomona Island there is the risk that peo-
ple might not only leave litter, but may
unwittingly reintroduce pests such as
rats and mice to Pomona or Rona Island.
d B dhuecsa tpil cary ias vreea &yl i
John, the Trustods C
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the islands to read our quarantine bro-
tchaenyd t |
CGopids af thel ledchiure are available at
boat launch sites at Pearl Harbour, the
Real Journeys boat ramp and Supply Bay
as well as at DOC in Te Anau. The bro-
chure can also be downloaded from the
Trustds website.




Positive Outcomes really hoped to be one of the volunteers  Christmas wishes
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In spite of the disappointment of seeing  mitments took priority. As trap checks Buy a ORestori nghirtPo
so much rubbi sh on t&e pleceoa aregulér basidtheresitl d or a friend or relative this Christmas and
contribution to Conservation Week 2008 be plenty of opportunities for Gary and  help to support the onrgoing restoration

has seen lots of positive outcomes. Not  other potential volunteers to get in- of the island. Available in medium, large
only was a lot of work completed by dedi- volved! or Xlarge for $25, send your order to Viv
cated volunteers, but no pests were Shaw at P O Box 248, Te Anau. All pro-
caught on any of our trap lines. And to ceeds go to the isl

round off a successful day no evidence
of deer was spotted by our Trustee
Hunter Shaw and his trusted dog Sky
(who has a permit to operate in the Na-
tional Park)

All of this work would not have been pos-

sible without a generous donation from

the Gary Chisholm Family Trust of Christ-

church. Gary had heard abouttheresto- vol unt eers at the en
ration of Pomona Island through the with Pomona Island in the background.
Fiordland Conservation Trust and was

keen to sponsor pest eradication work in  Thanks also to Reg and Jo from Adven-
Fiordland. The trap replacement project ture Kayak and Cruise for providing boat
on Pomona provided the perfect opportu- transport as their contribution to Conser-
nity for Gary and his family to fund a vation Week.

communitybased initiative. Gary had Happy Christmas to all our Friends!
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