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Mouse found on Rona Island... 
éééééééééééééééééééé. 
This edition of Pomona Post starts on a 

slightly disappointing note. At the end of 

June, during a standard stoat trap check 

on Rona Island, our Chair John White-

head and regular volunteer Sue Bennett 

discovered a mouse in a trap in one of 

our rodent motels. òThe find came as 

quite a shockó said John, as there has 

been no sign at all of mice on Rona since 

the aerial poison drop two years ago. 

òThe only good news was that the mouse 

was deadó.   

The mouse tested the Trustõs re-invasion 

plans as John, with the help of staff from 

DOC in Te Anau, swung into action to find 

out whether this was a single mouse or 

whether there might be more of the little 

pests on the island. A team of DOC staff 

and volunteers put in place a network of 

mouse traps around the site of the find 

and in other key locations on the island. 

These traps have been checked four 

times since the initial find and fortu-

nately no further mice have been caught 

and no other obvious sign detected. 

 

é and on Pomona Island 
éééééééééééééééééééé. 
Unfortunately the mouse on Rona Island 

was not an isolated incident. During the 

normal stoat trap check on Pomona Is-

land in July a mouse was also found in a 

rodent motel on Pomona. The first reac-

tion of Trustee Chris Shaw, who found 

the mouse on Pomona was òBuggeró! 

The mouse was found at the end of a 

long, otherwise successful day in which 

no stoats or rats were found on the trap 

network on Pomona. No other mouse 

sign was detected on any of the Trustõs 

other monitoring equipment around the 

island. As was the case with Rona, Trus-

tees and DOC responded quickly to the 

find and a network of mouse traps has 

also been placed on Pomona in key loca-

tions. Follow-up checks of the traps has 

again found no further sign of mice.  

 

Finding the two mice, one on each is-

land, has been described by some DOC 

staff as òuncannyó. There was even a 

suggestion that the articles in the media 

surrounding the finds was a òpublicity 

stuntó to raise awareness of the poten-

tial threat of re-invasion. òWe can assure 

youó said John Whitehead, Chair of the 

Trust, òthat the mice are real as they are 

sitting in my freezer awaiting possible 

DNA testingó.  

 

The Trust has been dealing with the is-

sue of whether the mouse finds are in-

cursions or whether there is a chance 

that there is still a remnant population 

following the aerial rodent eradication 

programme. òWhilst it is too early to say 

at this stageó noted Lindsay Wilson, the 

Trustõs new DOC advisory Trustee, ò the 

fact that no other sign has been found 

elsewhere on the island is encouragingó. 

Finding the mice on both islands around 

the same time has been disappointing, 

òbut at least we have caught them bothó 

observed John . It also shows that the 

biosecurity plans that the Trust has in 

place are working and the response 

speedy. 

 

The Trust is now looking to beef up its 

protection against future mouse re-

invasions by placing mouse traps in key 

locations on a permanent basis. Discus-

sions with other DOC and community-led 

conservation groups suggests that re-

invasions are quite common and that 

there is no obvious pattern. It is impor-

tant, however, to maintain vigilance and 

to educate the community as to the on-

going threat of mice and other pests 

getting back onto the islands. 

Mouse trap set on Pomona 

John Whitehead with the mouse found on 

Rona Island 


