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Busy times éé.. 

Since the last edition of Pomona Post we 

have been extremely busy on both 

Pomona and Rona Islands. With the in-

creased rodent and stoat numbers on 

the mainland we have continued to 

check our traps monthly to ensure that 

we are catching as many pests as possi-

ble. We have also been extra vigilant on 

Pomona following the trapping of two 

more stoats and a further flurry of mice. 

As Trust Chair, John Whitehead, notes  

òthe stoat finds are not unexpected as 

both Pomona and Rona are within the 

known swimming range of stoats, how-

ever, the mouse finds continue to be a 

bit of a mysteryó.  

 
Expert advice being sought 

With so many mouse finds on Pomona 

the Trust has sought advice from the 

Island Eradication Advisory Group (IEAG). 

òWe are very lucky in New Zealand to 

have such a group of people from whom 

we can seek expert adviceó says Viv 

Shaw, Trust Secretary. Made up largely 

of staff from the Department of Conser-

vation, the IEAG has advised the Trust to 

treat the mouse finds as a re-invasion. 

òAs a result we are putting additional 

monitoring tools in placeó explains Viv. 

òThis includes tracking tunnels as well as 

more mouse traps and bait stationsó.  

 

The mouse finds on Pomona are also 

leading to a possible rethink by the ex-

perts on how far mice can swim. Until the 

recent incursions, Pomona and Rona 

Islands were considered to be beyond 

the known swimming range of mice. A 

research project is therefore about to be 

undertaken, with the assistance of the 

Trust, to see if more can be found out 

about how far mice are capable of swim-

ming. This involves collecting and keep-

ing any mice caught on Pomona and 

Rona as well as trapping mice from a 

number of different mainland sources. 

DNA analysis will then be used to assess 

how similar, or different, the mice on 

Pomona and Rona are to those on the 

mainland. òWhilst is has been disap-

pointing to find mice on Pomonaó says 

Viv, òthe Trust feels that it is at least 

making a contribution to helping the 

experts gain a better understanding of 

the  behaviour of these pesky rodentsó. 

We will keep you posted on any develop-

ments as the research project pro-

gresses. 

 

The good news is that no more mice 

have been caught on Rona and the Is-

land also remains stoat-free.  

 

Weather challenging 

In addition to our mouse finds, the 

weather has, in recent months, also 

posed some challenges. With rainfall well 

above average in April this year, Lake 

Manapouri was raised to its highest per-

mitted level for a short period of time. As 

a result the beaches on both islands 

completely disappeared for a few weeks. 

òNot only did this make it interesting to 

land on both Pomona and Rona Islandsó, 

explains John Whitehead òbut some of 

our traps were completely swamped with 

wateró. Whilst we have lost some mouse 

traps, most boxes were able to be re-

trieved from the debris. 

John Whitehead clearing out a rodent motel on Rona after it was completely swamped 

following very heavy rain. 


