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Chris Shaw, John Whitehead and Viv Shaw attended the recent Environment
Southland Awards where the Trust won the Community Group Award.

The key restoration aims for Pomona and
Rona Islands are:

To reintroduce birdlife native to Fiord-
land.

To provide a safe habitat for endan-
gered and threatened birds to breed.
To provide a safe habitat for other
endangered and threatened fauna
such as reptiles and invertebrates.
To provide an accessible location for
people to see, hear and learn about
the flora and fauna native to Fiord-
land.

To ensure community involvement in
the restoration of the islands.

The Trust is planning to make its first
translocation to the two islands early
next year. The first species likely to be
released is the South Island robin.
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We are in the process of preparing a
translocation proposal and have some
exciting ideas for involving the commu-

nity so watch this
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As we mentioned in the last edition of

Pomona Post, every time we head over to projects throughout New Zealand. The

Pomona or Rona Island we make a note

of the birds we see and hear. However, in the Pomona video can now be viewed on

order to be able to say with some cer-
tainty that the numbers of birds are in-
creasing we have decided to adopt a
more scientific approach to counting
birds. So in May John, Viv and Chris
headed over to Glenorchy to attend a
DOGrun course on the fiveminute bird
count method. After two days of class-
room and infield sessions all three are
now deemed to be competent in the
method! So armed with their new found
knowledge, and having listened to re-
cordings of the birds most likely to be
found on Pomona, the trio headed over
to the island in July to try out their bird
counting skills. A total of 13 bird counts
were completed at different locations
across the island. Over 125 birds were
recorded in total with the most common
birds being bellbirds chaffinches and
grey warblers.

The plan is to conduct fiveninute bird
counts on Pomona and Rona at least
four times a year during the different

seasons so that comparisons can be

TVNZ crew with Nicky Vallance from DOC
filming on Pomona Island

made over time. replace the old traps on Pomona Island
with new , longe#lasting stainless steel
ones. We will be replacing the traps on
ﬁwe,mg,n@nd, oﬁ,pcfsité Panfont as well -
&s Qu@n@irﬁv\/@ new trap lines around
the beehive and on the mainland to the
north of Rona Island. These two new
stoat trap lines will offer greater protec-
tion to Rona by reducing the risk of

stoats swimming across to the island.
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In August last year a TVNZ film crew
spent the morning with volunteers on
PoRiofa Bdking a four minute video on
the restoration of the island as part of a
series of short films on conservation
The trap replacement project has been
ndabieepessibletbyntieroudtha &ired [dan &
tion from the Gary Chisholm Family Trust
of Christchurch, administered by the
Fiordland Conservation Trust.

series is entitled a
the DOC website. The film gives a good
overview of what the Pomona Island
restoration project is all about and
shows the Trustds
a passable impersonation of David

Attenborough!
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To access the video go to
www.doc.govt.nz/templates/
summary.aspx?id=44887 scroll down
the list of videos to Pomona Island, click
on this link and then click on view
Pomona Island video and select the view- AGM af]d,ar,mya,l I’(’?p,OI’t, o
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video clips have been showing on TVNZQ
Freeview Channel 6 so some of you may In June the Trust held its AGM where the
have already seen the short film. annual report and accounts for 20078
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of Conservation Week 2008, the Pomona this edition of Pomona Post.

Island Charitable Trust is teaming up

with the Department of Conservation and The Trust is currently in a good financial
the Fiordland Conservation Trust to position to continue its restoration work
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