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Award -winning Trust 
éééééééééééééééééééé. 
At the recent  Environment Southland 

Awards event in Invercargill the Pomona 

Island Charitable Trust was the proud 

recipient of the Community Group     

Environment Award. John Whitehead, 

Chair of the Trust, on presentation of the 

Award from the sponsor NZ Aluminium 

Smelters, was òdelighted to accept the 

Award on behalf of all of the volunteers 

and financial supporters who have 

helped  to make Pomona Island pest-free 

over the last three yearsó. The Award 

came with a cheque to the value of 

$1,000 which will go towards keeping 

both Pomona and Rona Islands free of 

pests.  òWinning this Award is particularly 

pleasingó said John òbecause we have 

reached a key stage in our restoration 

project. With all pests now gone our fo-

cus has changed to bringing back the 

wildlife that would once have inhabited 

the islandsó. 

 

 

Restoration Plan 
éééééééééééééééééééé. 
Since our last edition of Pomona Post 

John, together with Viv Shaw our Secre-

tary, has been beavering away at a resto-

ration plan for both Pomona and Rona 

Islands. In May the plan was ready for 

peer-review by staff within DOC, both in 

Te Anau and Invercargill.  One staff mem-

ber from Invercargill noted that he òliked 

the Trustõs professional thinking on biota 

managementó. The feedback from DOC 

was encouraging as neither John nor 

 Viv had done anything like this before. 

éééééééééééééééééééé. 

éééééééééééééééééééé. 
 

The key restoration aims for Pomona and 

Rona Islands are: 

¶ To reintroduce birdlife native to Fiord-

land. 

¶ To provide a safe habitat for endan-

gered and threatened birds to breed. 

¶ To provide a safe habitat for other 

endangered and threatened fauna 

such as reptiles and invertebrates. 

¶ To provide an accessible location for 

people to see, hear and learn about 

the flora and fauna native to Fiord-

land. 

¶ To ensure community involvement in 

the restoration of the islands. 

 

The Trust is planning to make its first 

translocation to the two islands early 

next year. The first species likely to be 

released is the South Island robin.  

Chris Shaw, John Whitehead and Viv Shaw attended the recent Environment 

Southland Awards where the Trust won the Community Group Award. 

South Island robinñthe first species that 

the Trust hopes to release on Pomona and 

Rona Islands. 
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We are in the process of preparing a 

translocation proposal and have some 

exciting ideas for involving the commu-

nity so watch this space  éééé... 

 

 

We can count birds ñ itõs     
official! 
éééééééééééééééééééé. 
 

As we mentioned in the last edition of  

Pomona Post, every time we head over to 

Pomona or Rona Island we make a note 

of the birds we see and hear. However, in 

order to be able to say with some cer-

tainty that the numbers of birds are in-

creasing we have decided to adopt a 

more scientific approach to counting 

birds. So in May John, Viv and Chris 

headed over to Glenorchy to attend a 

DOC-run course on the five-minute bird 

count method. After two days of class-

room and in-field sessions all three are 

now deemed to be competent in the 

method! So armed with their new found 

knowledge, and having listened to re-

cordings of the birds most likely to be 

found on Pomona, the trio headed over 

to the island in July to try out their bird 

counting skills. A total of 13 bird counts 

were completed at different locations 

across the island. Over 125 birds were 

recorded in total with the most common 

birds being bellbirds chaffinches and 

grey warblers.  

 

The plan is to conduct five-minute bird 

counts on Pomona and Rona at least 

four times a year during the different 

seasons so that comparisons can be 

made over time. 

 

 

Meet the Locals on screen é... 
éééééééééééééééééééé. 
 

In August last year a TVNZ film crew 

spent the morning with volunteers on 

Pomona making a four minute video on 

the restoration of the island as part of a 

series of short films on conservation 

projects throughout New Zealand. The 

series is entitled ôMeet the Localsõ and 

the Pomona video can now be viewed on 

the DOC website. The film gives a good 

overview of what the Pomona Island 

restoration project is all about and  

shows the Trustõs secretary, Viv, doing    

a passable impersonation of David    

Attenborough! 

To access the video go to 

www.doc.govt.nz/templates/

summary.aspx?id=44887 scroll down 

the list of videos to Pomona Island, click 

on this  link and then click on view 

Pomona Island video and select the view-

ing mode suitable for your computer. The 

video clips have been showing on TVNZõs 

Freeview Channel 6 so some of you may 

have already seen the short film.  

 

é... Meet the Locals in real life 
éééééééééééééééééééé. 
 
There is also an opportunity to ôMeet the 

Localsõ in real life in September. As part 

of Conservation Week 2008, the Pomona 

Island Charitable Trust is teaming up 

with the Department of Conservation and 

the Fiordland Conservation Trust to   

replace the old traps on Pomona Island 

with new , longer-lasting stainless steel 

ones. We will be replacing the traps on 

the mainland opposite Pomona as well 

as putting in two new trap lines around 

the beehive and on the mainland to the 

north of Rona Island. These two new 

stoat trap lines will offer greater protec-

tion to Rona by reducing the risk of 

stoats swimming across to the island.  

 

The trap replacement project has been 

made possible by through a kind dona-

tion from the Gary Chisholm Family Trust 

of Christchurch, administered by the 

Fiordland Conservation Trust. 

 

 
AGM and annual report  
éééééééééééééééééééé. 
 

In June the Trust held its AGM where the 

annual report and accounts for 2007-8 

were presented. We would like to thank 

Greg Fauth for kindly reviewing the 

Trustõs annual accounts. A copy of the 

annual report, outlining our achieve-

ments in 2007-8, has been sent to all 

Friends of Pomona and sponsors with 

this edition of Pomona Post. 

 

The Trust is currently in a good financial 

position to continue its restoration work  

ôMeet the Localsõ in real life! 

Meet the Locals Event  

When: Sunday 7 September (reserve 

 day Monday 8 September) 

Time: 9.00am to 4.00pm 

Where: Pomona Island, Rona Island, 

 mainland sites on Lake      

 Manapouri 

Meet: At Pearl Harbour, Manapouri 

Cost: No charge 

Book: Call Viv Shaw 03 249 7112 

      Or   Email pomona.island@ihug.co.nz 

 

Important Information: 

 Bookings are essential as we 

 need to confirm transport 

TVNZ crew with Nicky Vallance from DOC   

filming on Pomona Island 


