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First robins returned to
Pomona

Robins have made their return to
Pomona and Rona Islands. With the help
of volunteers from the Pomona Island
Charitable Trust, 58 South Island robins
(Kakaruai) can now call Pomona Island
home. A further 21 birds have been set-
tled on nearby Rona Island.

Hunter releasing a robin on Pomona Island

In February five intrepid volunteers were
accompanied by DOC staff aboard the
Southern Winds bound for Breaksea
Island off the coast of Fiordland. For
three days John Whitehead, Viv Shaw,
John Stevenson, Chris Shaw and Neil
Robertson tested out their neWound

bird catching skills. Between them, and
with a little help from DOC staff Megan
Willans and Hannah Edmonds, they
caught a total of
treasurer John Stevenson was the
groupds | eading cat
oto feed the birds
get them used to coming close to the net
and then with a quick flick of the wrist
they were caught 6.
Breaksea Island was one of the first is-
lands in Fiordland to be declared pest

free and now supports thriving popula-
tions of robins, mohua and saddlebacks.
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source population for birds for other pest
-free sanctuaries. Breaksea can only be
visited with a permit and all volunteers
felt privileged to spend time in such a
special place. As Trust Chair John White-
head noted
birdlife and gives us a good insight into
what Pomona and Rona Islands could be
l'i ke in the

Catching the birds though was only one
part of the operation. In order to keep
the birdsd stress |
portant to release them as soon as pos-
sible after capture. The first 30 birds
were, therefore, taken from Breaksea to
Pomona by helicopter. Trustee, Hunter
Shaw, accompanied the birds and re-

|l eased them on thei
guite an emotional
Hunter. OAfter all
pests it was very special to be able to
release the first
next 21 birds were taken to Pomona and
Rona Islands by boat and were released
by the team that caught the birds on
Breaksea.
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Volunteer Neil Robertson patiently waiting
for a robin to come to his net
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Thanks to a significant contribution to
the costs of the operation from an anony-
mous benefactor the Trust was able to
charter the Southern Winds and the heli-
copter to successfully complete the robin
transfer from Breaksea to Pomona and
Rona Islands.
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Volunteers and DOC staff on Breaksea Is-
land after a successful day catching robins

Second robin release
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Pomgnaand Romadskard, it svasiingor-
tanht@ensure thallongvterm geneticedm o Vv
versity of the birds. For this reason the
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a second mainland population. So in
April, armed with nets, boxes and meal-
worms, a second group of volunteers
headed up the Clinton Valley, courtesy of
Real Journeys, to catch more robins.
Seven volunteers spent two days around

s tthe &lade House and Clinton Hut areas

catching a further 28 birds ready for

w aedease. There were still lots of robins in

the Clinton Valley and this population will
bounce back very quickly.

One Saturday morning five local children
aged between three and seven accompa-
nied Trustees Chris Shaw and Neil
Robertson to Rona Island for a day they
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