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Rona chosen as kiwi crèche  
éééééééééééééééééééé. 
The big news at the end of 2008 was the 

selection of Rona Island as a crèche site 

for the nationally endangered Haast kiwi 

(Tokoeka). Although the Trust had been 

in informal discussions with staff at the 

Department of Conservation in Haast for 

a few weeks, there was no guarantee 

that the island would be chosen to host 

kiwi chicks. So there was a real buzz 

when the Trustõs Secretary Viv Shaw  

received a phone call to say that chicks 

would be released on Rona in early De-

cember. òI was so excited that all of the 

hard work eradicating pests from 

Pomona and Rona Islands  was about to 

pay offó said Viv. òWhilst the Trust had 

put together a restoration plan for the 

two islands, we had not expected that 

kiwis would be released on either of the 

islands this quicklyó. Although islands in 

Lake Te Anau have been used as kiwi 

crèches for some time, this was the first 

time that an island in Lake Manapouri 

had been chosen.  

 

 òWe are always a little nervous using 

new islands as cr¯che sites ò explains 

DOC Haast Biodiversity Manager Gareth 

Hopkins òbecause these kiwis are criti-

cally endangered. We had to be sure that 

Rona Island would provide a safe habitat 

for the kiwi chicks to growó. Before a 

release could take place Gareth and his 

team visited the island to put out addi-

tional stoat traps and to check that there 

would be sufficient food supplies to sus-

tain the chicks. òThe fact that the Trust 

had installed stoat trap lines on the 

mainland adjacent to the island gave us 

more confidence that the island could be 

protected from stoatsó said Gareth. DOC 

has been keen to get the community 

more involved in helping save kiwis and 

òthe  commitment and professionalism 

shown by the Pomona Island Charitable 

Trust was a key factor in our decision to 

choose Rona as a kiwi cr¯che siteó. 

 

Volunteers, including 11 year old Roanna 

Stevenson, helped to release the chicks 

on Rona. She shares her experience with 

us in the following story. 

Trust Secretary Viv Shaw holding one of the 

Haast kiwi chicks released on Rona in De-

cember 

ventures into the wild to fend for 

itself on Rona Island. 

 

Little Tokoeka has come from the 

Haast Range having been raised to 

its juvenile stage in Christchurch at 

Willowbank and is now ready to learn 

about living in the bush, but with less 

predators than usual, due to dedi-

cated volunteers keeping traps set 

and checked regularly. 

 

If Little Tokoeka copes with the chal-

lenge: finding food, keeping warm in 

dry burrows when sleeping and grow-

ing big enough to defend itself 

against the occasional predator, liv-

ing out its natural adult life breeding 

and producing more kiwi to populate 

the bush. 

 

I look at the feathers that have 

dropped during the tagging. They look 

a little like emu feathers. What big 

feet Little Tokoeka has for such a 

small bird and large knees that the 

band went above. The little kiwis 

were popped into cosy dark burrows 

after they were checked for any other 

residents. 

 

Neil, Blair and Kath, the DOC, BNZ 

sponsored Save the Kiwi Team, 

looked content with their work. In a 

few weeks they will return and check 

them, putting on larger leg bands as 

the chicks thrive. 

 
Grow well little kiwis. 

Little Tokoeka  

 

On a mossy ledge above Lake Man-

apouri a Little Tokoeka received its 

first leg band with transceiver at-

tached, to keep track of it whilst it  
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Kiwi release on Ronañlow key 

The release of Haast kiwi chicks on Rona 

Island in early December was a low key 

affair. As the island was being used for 

the first time it was important to ensure 

that the kiwi could settle in without the 

glare of publicity. So a team of three DOC 

staff from Haast accompanied by five 

volunteers sailed across Lake Manapouri 

to Rona. Two boxes containing the pre-

cious cargo were carefully carried on to 

the island. Transmitters were fitted to the 

chicks before suitable release sites were 

found. Volunteers then helped DOC staff 

to place the kiwis into their new homes. 

A quick check was made to ensure that 

the transmitters were working before 

leaving the chicks to explore their new, 

temporary home.  

òHow long the kiwi will remain on the 

island is entirely dependent on how 

quickly they grow and reach the weight at 

which they can fend off predators for 

themselvesó said Gareth. Volunteers 

from the Trust will be checking on the 

chicks each week for the first three 

weeks following their release. After that 

DOC staff from both Haast and Te Anau 

will regularly change the transmitter har-

nesses on the chicks so that they can 

grow safely. òEach time we go out Trust 

volunteers are welcome to help us weigh 

the birds and measure the kiwisõ pro-

gressó Gareth said. 

 
More chicks for Rona 

The good news is that the first set of 

Haast kiwi chicks on the island  have all 

put on weight. With their progress being 

so good the DOC team at Haast decided 

to release more chicks onto the island in 

early January, bringing the total number 

of birds on Rona to ten. 

 

òPomona and Rona have always been 

special places to those of us who regu-

larly volunteer on the islands, but with 

the wee kiwis now on Rona it has be-

come even more specialó said Viv Shaw. 

DOC staff and volunteers unloading their 

precious cargo onto Rona Island 

Pomona Personalities 

The Pomona Personalities being profiled in this newsletter 

are the Haast kiwi chicks temporarily resident on Rona Is-

land. 

 

Haast Tokoeka Facts  

Haast tokoeka have been living in South Westland long be-

fore human habitation of New Zealand. Today there is an 

estimated population of around 300 birds fighting for survival 

due to introduced predators such as stoats. The Haast to-

koeka is ranked by DOC as nationally critical. 
 

The Haast tokoeka is one of four varieties of tokoeka which in 

turn is one of five kiwi species in New Zealand. They are noc-

turnal and, although they have small eyes, their vision is good 

both during the day and night. They are flightless and have 

only very small wings and no tail. Their favourite food is earth-

worms, beetle larvae and cicada nymphs. They are long-lived 

birds some living to become over 40 years old. Adult kiwi 

weigh in at around 3kg for females and 2.3kg for males. The 

eggs are on average 20% of the female kiwiõs body weight 

and take between 75 and 85 days to hatch. The male does 

much of the incubation especially during the day and eve-

ning, whilst the female takes over for a few hours before 

dawn. Their territories can be as large as 100 hectares and 

individual kiwis will defend their territory from other birds. 

 

BNZ Operation Nest Egg  

Young chicks are particularly vulnerable to stoat predation. 

Not until they reach a weight of approx. 1kg are they able to 

defend themselves from attack. In order to help protect the 

Haast kiwi the programme BNZ Operation Nest Egg (ONE) 

was introduced. ONE involves artificially incubating kiwi eggs 

and releasing vulnerable chicks onto predator-free crèche 

islands. The chicks remain on islands such as Rona until they 

reach the weight at which they can fend off predators. They 

are then returned to the wilds of the Haast ranges. 

(Source: Department of Conservation) 

The first Haast kiwi chick to be released on Rona Island 

Regular volunteer Sue Bennett releasing a 

chick, whilst Blair Hoult (DOC Haast) and 

Roanna Stevenson watch on 


